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(57) ABSTRACT

A capacitive sensor device for approach and/or contact
detection has at least one generator electrode, at least one
measurement electrode and at least one calibration elec-
trode, wherein the at least one calibration electrode is
arranged in a predefined distance adjacent to the at least one
measurement electrode, wherein the at least one measure-
ment electrode and the at least one calibration electrode are
assigned to the generator electrode, wherein the at least one
generator electrode may be loaded with a generator voltage
and the at least one calibration electrode may be loaded with
a calibrating voltage, and wherein the at least one calibration
electrode at least may be operated in a first operating mode
and a second operating mode, wherein in each of the
operating modes the calibrating voltage lies between a
ground voltage and the generator voltage, and the calibrating
voltage is different in each operating mode.
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1
CAPACITIVE SENSOR DEVICE AND
METHOD FOR CALIBRATING A
CAPACITIVE SENSOR DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Stage Application of
International Application No. PCT/EP2012/062650 filed
Jun. 28, 2012, which designates the United States of
America, and claims priority to DE Patent Application No.
102011 078 369.5 filed Jun. 29, 2011. The contents of which
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a capacitive sensor device for
approach and/or contact detection and to a method for
calibrating a capacitive sensor device according to the
invention. In addition, the invention relates to a handheld
device, in particular an electric handheld device, comprising
a capacitive sensor device according to the invention, which
may be calibrated using the method according to the inven-
tion.

BACKGROUND

In capacitive sensor devices, by means of which an
approach and/or a contact shall be detected, it may be
required that the capacitive sensor device has to be cali-
brated once or in predefined temporal intervals. For
example, a calibration of the capacitive sensor device may
be required to ensure a high accuracy of detection also in
changing ambient conditions.

A problem in the calibration of capacitive sensor devices
exists in that the sensor device may not be calibrated at each
arbitrary point in time, for example when objects are in the
proximity of the capacitive sensor device, i.e. in the prox-
imity of the measurement electrodes of the capacitive sensor
device. The objects arranged in the proximity of the sensor
device may negatively affect the calibration of the sensor
system so that the sensor device in the end is calibrated
erroneous. Therefore it is desirable to calibrate the sensor
device at a point in time at which no objects affecting the
calibration procedure are arranged in the proximity of the
capacitive sensor device.

In addition it is desirable to calibrate a capacitive sensor
device directly after the activation and after the power-on,
respectively, of the capacitive sensor device so that, for
example, a capacitive sensor device provided in an electric
handheld device may be used directly after power-on of the
handheld device. According to prior art the capacitive sensor
device is calibrated directly after power-on of the electric
handheld device or after the activation of the capacitive
sensor device within a predefined period of time, approxi-
mately one second. In order to be able to carry out an orderly
calibration the user is not allowed to handle the handheld
device during this period of time since this in turn would
negatively affect the calibration. The user of the handheld
device may be informed, for example via a display device
that the capacitive sensor device is in a calibrating phase. In
doing so, however, it is not ensured that the user does not
still manipulate the handheld device during the calibrating
phase. In addition, such a calibration method is unaccept-
able, if only for ergonomic reasons.

A further possibility known in prior art for calibrating a
capacitive sensor device is to carry out the calibration when
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the raw data of the capacitive sensor device have not
changed or only have changed very little during a predefined
period of time, for example because the user has deposited
the electric handheld device. However, it is a disadvantage
with this method that it cannot be ensured that a calibration
of the sensor system is carried out at all, because it is not
ensured that the raw data of the sensor device do not change
or only change very little during a predefined period of time.
In addition it is disadvantageous that the raw data of the
capacitive sensor device are processed in an uncalibrated
manner by all means until the point in time, in which a
calibration is carried out, which may result in erroneous
detections of approaches and/or contacts.

In a further solution known from prior art the user of an
electric handheld device activates the calibrating action. For
example, this may be carried out by means of actuating a
button specifically provided to do so. Alternatively, the
calibrating action also may be activated by carrying out
predefined gestures, wherein such gestures should be pro-
vided, which also may be recognized from the initially
uncalibrated raw data of the sensor device. Such gestures,
for example, may be swiping gestures or a quick removal of
a finger put down on the electric handheld device prior to
that. This method has the disadvantage that, because the
calibration is initiated by the user, the sensor device is not
calibrated during a longer period of time, because the user
may have forgotten to initiate the calibration or does not
know that he/she has to carry out a calibration. A further
disadvantage is that a carrying out of the gestures provided
for the activation of the sensor system may result in an
unintended calibration and that it is not ensured, that for
example fingers or the hands do not negatively affect the
calibration.

SUMMARY

According to various embodiments, solutions can be
provided, which allow for calibrating a capacitive sensor
device, in particular a capacitive sensor device provided in
an electric handheld device, wherein the determination of an
advantageous time of calibration does not comprise the
disadvantages known from prior art and wherein the sensor
device also then may be calibrated, when objects are in the
proximity of the capacitive sensor device and in the prox-
imity of the measurement electrode, respectively.

According to various embodiments, provided is a capaci-
tive sensor device for approach and/or contact detection
comprising at least one generator electrode, at least one
measurement electrode and at least one calibration elec-
trode, wherein the at least one calibration electrode is
arranged in a predefined distance adjacent to the at least one
measurement electrode, wherein the at least one measure-
ment electrode and the at least one calibration electrode are
assigned to the generator electrode, wherein the at least one
generator electrode may be loaded with a generator voltage
and the at least one calibration electrode may be loaded with
a calibrating voltage, and wherein the at least one calibration
electrode may be operated at least in a first operating mode
and a second operating mode, wherein

in each of the operating modes the calibrating voltage lies

between a ground voltage and the generator voltage,
and

the calibrating voltage is different in each operating mode.

The capacitive sensor device may further comprise an
evaluation device, which at least may be coupled with the
measurement electrode and the calibration electrode and
which is designed
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to load the calibration electrode with a first calibrating
voltage in the first operating mode and to detect a first
capacitance between the measurement electrode and
the ground of the sensor device, and

to load the calibration electrode with a second calibrating

voltage in the second operating mode and to detect a
second capacitance between the measurement electrode
and the ground of the sensor device.

Preferably, the shape of the calibration electrode substan-
tially is adapted to the shape of the measurement electrode.

The measurement electrode and the calibration electrode
may be arranged on a printed circuit board. The printed
circuit board preferably comprises a cut-out in the region
between the measurement electrode and the calibration
electrode.

One calibration electrode may be assigned to a number of
measurement electrodes.

The generator electrode may be arranged at the underside
of' the printed circuit board and the at least one measurement
electrode and the at least one calibration electrode may be
arranged at the upper side of the printed circuit board.

According to further embodiments, in a method for cali-
brating a capacitive sensor device, wherein the sensor device
comprises at least one generator electrode, at least one
measurement electrode and at least one calibration elec-
trode, wherein the at least one measurement electrode and
the at least one calibration electrode are arranged in a
predefined distance adjacent to each other and are assigned
to the at least one generator electrode,

the at least one generator electrode is loaded with a

generator voltage,

the calibration electrode is loaded with a first calibrating

voltage in a first operating mode and a first sensor
signal is tapped at the measurement electrode,

the calibration electrode is loaded with a second calibrat-

ing voltage in a second operating mode and a second
sensor signal is tapped at the measurement electrode,

a difference between the first sensor signal and the second

sensor signal is determined, and

the calibration of the capacitive sensor device is carried

out, when the difference in its absolute value is greater
than a predefined threshold value.

Preferably, the first calibrating voltage is chosen to be
different to the second calibrating voltage. In addition, both
calibrating voltages preferably are chosen such that they
each lie between a measurement voltage and the generator
voltage.

It has proven to be advantageous, when the shape of the
calibration electrode substantially is adapted to the shape of
the measurement electrode.

The measurement electrode and the calibration electrode
may be arranged on a printed circuit board, wherein the
printed circuit board comprises a cut-out in the region
between the measurement electrode and the calibration
electrode.

A preliminary calibration of the capacitive sensor device
may be carried out, when the difference in its absolute value
is smaller than the predefined threshold value, wherein from
the first and the second sensor signal a distance of an object
from the measurement electrode is derived and estimated,
respectively, and the sensor data of the capacitive sensor
device are calibrated with the estimated distance.

The first sensor signal and the second sensor signal each
may comprise sensor raw data.

In addition, provided is a handheld device, in particular an
electronic handheld device, which comprises a capacitive
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sensor device as described above, wherein the capacitive
sensor device may be calibrated, in particular according to
the method described above.

A capacitive sensor device comprising a number of mea-
surement electrodes may be provided at the handheld
device, wherein at least to some of the measurement elec-
trodes each a dedicated calibration electrode is assigned or
wherein to all measurement electrodes each a single cali-
bration electrode is assigned. All of the measurement elec-
trodes may be calibrated in a single calibration step. Alter-
natively, for each of the measurement electrodes a dedicated
calibration step or calibration phase may be carried out so
that all measurement electrodes may be calibrated indepen-
dent of each other.

The electric handheld device, for example, may be a smart
phone, a mobile radio unit, a computer mouse, a remote
control, a keyboard, a digital camera, a mobile mini com-
puter, a tablet-PC or another electric handheld device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further details and characteristics of the invention as well
as specific exemplary embodiments of the invention result
from the following description together with the drawings.

FIGS. 1a-1e show different embodiments of an electrode
configuration of a capacitive sensor device, wherein the
electrode configurations each comprise at least one mea-
surement electrode and at least one calibration electrode;

FIG. 2 shows raw signals of a capacitive sensor device
over time during a first operating mode as well as during a
second operating mode of the capacitive sensor device and
of the calibration electrode, respectively;

FIG. 3 shows the difference of the raw signals shown in
FIG. 2 in dependency of the distance of an object from the
measurement electrode; and

FIGS. 4a, 4b show exemplary embodiments for an
arrangement of the measurement and calibration electrode,
respectively, on a printed circuit board as well as a preferred
embodiment of the printed circuit board.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1a to FIG. 1e each show an electrode configuration
of a sensor device according to various embodiments.

FIG. 1a shows an electrode configuration of a sensor
device according to various embodiments comprising a
measurement electrode M and a calibration electrode K. The
calibration electrode K is arranged in a predefined distance
from and adjacent to the measurement electrode M. It is
advantageous, when the calibration electrode K is placed as
close as possible to the measurement electrode M. The
distance between the calibration electrode K and the mea-
surement electrode M, however, at least should be large
enough so that the calibration electrode K does not affect the
measurement electrode M too strong.

The calibration electrode K and the measurement elec-
trode M may be coupled with an evaluation device not
shown here. The evaluation device is designed such that the
calibration electrode K may be operated in at least two
operating modes. The following descriptions are limited to
the case that the calibration electrode K is operated in a first
operating mode B1 and in a second operating mode B2.
However, the calibration electrode K also may be operated
in further operating modes. The following descriptions in an
accordant manner also apply to the further operating modes.
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The evaluation device is designed to load a generator
electrode not shown here with a generator voltage U ;,,and
to load the calibration electrode K with a calibrating voltage
Ugar-

In an embodiment, at the underside of a printed circuit
board one or more generator electrodes G may be arranged
(see FIGS. 4A and 4b) and at the upper side of the printed
circuit board the measurement electrodes and the calibration
electrodes may be arranged. The generator electrode G is
loaded with a generator signal. For example, the generator
signal may be a low-pass filtered square wave signal of
approximately 100 kHz. Also feasible are generator signals
designed differently, in particular comprising a different
frequency. In an advantageous embodiment a generator
electrode G is provided, which is designed having a large
surface area. It is the purpose of the generator electrode G
loaded with the generator signal to establish an electric
alternating field around the generator electrode G.

The measurement electrode and the measurement elec-
trodes, respectively, are connected high resistive to the
evaluation device. In doing so, the measurement electrodes
virtually are invisible for the electric alternating field, how-
ever, are still able to measure the amplitude of the electric
alternating field. The amplitude measured at a measurement
electrode substantially depends on the distance of a conduc-
tive object from the measurement electrode so that the
distance from the object may be derived from the amplitudes
measured at the measurement electrodes.

According to various embodiments the calibration elec-
trode K is loaded with a first calibrating voltage U, in the
first operating mode Bland is loaded with a second calibrat-
ing voltage U..,;, in the second operating mode B2.

The calibrating voltages Uy, ,, Ug,;, on the one hand
are chosen such that they lie between a ground voltage U p
of the capacitive sensor device and the generator voltage
Uggey of the capacitive sensor device in each of the two
operating modes. On the other hand, the calibrating voltage
Ugyr, in the first operating mode B1 is different to the
calibrating voltage U, in the second operating mode B2.
For example, in the first operating mode the first calibrating
voltage Ug,,, may be 0 V (Ugsyp) and in the second
operating mode the second calibrating voltage U, , may be
the generator voltage Uz, According to various embodi-
ments the first calibrating voltage U ,,, also may be dif-
ferent to and greater, respectively, than the ground voltage
Ugap of the capacitive sensor device.

The second calibrating voltage U, ,, , also may be differ-
ent to and smaller than, respectively, the generator voltage
U gza- According to various embodiments the first calibrat-
ing voltage U, ,,, and the second calibrating voltage U, ,,,
are to be chosen such that the following condition is met:

Uz =A*Ugpn; Ugaro=B*Uspy, with 0sd, Bsl
and A=B

With more than two operating modes the respective
calibrating voltages are to be chosen such that the following
condition is met:

Ugar1#Ugqzo® - . . #Ugyz,, for all ne{operating

modes}.

Instead of the generator voltage Uz, according to vari-
ous embodiments also another voltage comprising a similar
form may be used.

In addition, it is also feasible that for example in the first
operating mode the calibration electrode K is not connected
to an electric potential (floating conductor).

When the capacitive sensor device comprises more than
one measurement electrode M then to all measurement
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electrodes or to only several measurement electrodes each a
calibration electrode K may be assigned and be placed
adjacent in a predefined distance from the measurement
electrodes, respectively. In doing so, the calibration elec-
trodes each may be loaded with the same signal, i.e. the
calibration electrodes may be coupled with a shared signal
generator, which provides the calibrating voltage Ug,;,
Ugurts Uguras - - - Ugyr,. In addition, it is feasible to
provide on a number of measurement electrodes a single
calibration electrode K, which consists of several electrode
segments connected to each other, as for example shown
with reference to FIG. 1e.

As already described, an electric alternating field is emit-
ted each at the generator electrode and at the calibration
electrode K. By means of the evaluation device, which is
coupled with the measurement electrode M and the calibra-
tion electrode K, the capacitance of the measurement elec-
trode M to ground of the capacitive sensor device is detected
and measured, respectively. The electric alternating field
emitted at the calibration electrode K modifies the field
distribution of the electric alternating field emitted at the
generator electrode, wherein the influence on the field dis-
tribution of the electric alternating field emitted at the
calibration electrode K onto the electric alternating field
emitted at the generator electrode depends on the operating
mode in which the calibration electrode K is operated.

The modification of the field distribution of the electric
alternating field emitted at the generator electrode effec-
tively causes a variation of the capacitance of the measure-
ment electrode M to be measured to the ground of the sensor.
When no object is positioned in the proximity of the
capacitive sensor device and in the proximity of the mea-
surement electrode and the calibration electrode, respec-
tively, of the capacitive sensor device, the capacitive sensor
device may be calibrated by means of the capacitance
variation to be expected during a transition from the first
operating mode into the second operating mode, or by means
of'the capacitances to be expected in the first operating mode
and in the second operating mode.

When the difference of the capacitances between the first
operating mode and the second operating mode in its abso-
Iute value exceeds a predefined threshold value, it may be
acted on the assumption that no object is in the proximity of
the electrodes of the capacitive sensor device. In this case,
a calibration of the sensor device according to various
embodiments may be carried out.

Also, in the case that an object is in the proximity of the
electrodes of the capacitive sensor device a calibration, for
example a preliminary or provisional calibration of the
capacitive sensor device may be carried out, as is described
in more detail below.

Therewith it may now be determined, if a point in time is
available that is advantageous for the calibration of the
sensor device, wherein in the case that the point in time is
disadvantageous for a calibration either a preliminary cali-
bration or no calibration of the sensor device at all is carried
out. However, it is advantageous during power-on of a
handheld device, which comprises a capacitive sensor
device according to various embodiments, to calibrate the
sensor device in each case, either by means of a preliminary
or provisional calibration or by means of a calibration,
which is carried out when there is no object in the proximity
of the sensor electrodes.

It is advantageous for an optimum operation of the
capacitive sensor device, i.e. in order to determine the point
in time for calibration reliably, to arrange the calibration
electrode K close to the measurement electrode M on the one
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hand and to adapt the shape of the calibration electrode
substantially to the shape of the measurement electrode M
on the other hand. The distance between the calibration
electrode K and the measurement electrode M, however,
should at least be large enough so that the calibration
electrode K does not affect the measurement electrode M too
strong. For example, for a small compact measurement
electrode a small compact calibration electrode may be
provided, which is arranged close to the measurement elec-
trode. In addition, for example for an elongated measure-
ment electrode an elongated calibration electrode may be
provided.

An adaptation of the shape of the calibration electrode K
to the shape of the measurement electrode M has the
advantage that the effect of the electric alternating field,
emitted at the calibration electrode K, onto the field distri-
bution of the electric alternating field emitted at the genera-
tor electrode by all means then is maximized, when it is
determined with the help of the method according to various
embodiments, whether a calibration of the capacitive sensor
device may be carried out.

In the exemplary embodiment of the electrodes shown in
FIG. 1a the measurement electrode M as well as the cali-
bration electrode K are formed circular and substantially
have an identical electrode surface.

FIG. 15 shows a circular measurement electrode M and
two calibration electrodes K1 and K2 formed as ring seg-
ments. The electrodes are arranged relative to one another
such that the measurement electrode M is arranged between
the two calibration electrodes K1 and K2 formed as ring
segments. The calibration electrodes K1, K2 each may be
operated with the same signal, i.e. in the first operating mode
both calibration electrodes are loaded with a first calibrating
voltage Uy ,;,, and in the second operating mode they are
loaded with a second calibrating voltage U, ,.

Due to the identical embodiment of the calibration elec-
trodes and the symmetrical arrangement of the calibration
electrodes in the first operating mode, for example, only the
calibration electrode K1 may be loaded with the first cali-
brating voltage U.,;, and in the second operating mode
only the calibration electrode K2 may be loaded with the
second calibrating voltage U, ,;, In order to ensure a better
function, it is advantageous however, to load in both oper-
ating modes in each case both calibration electrodes with the
respective calibrating voltage.

FIG. 1c¢ shows a further example of an electrode arrange-
ment of a capacitive sensor device. The measurement elec-
trode M and the calibration electrode K1 each are formed
elongated here, wherein the calibration electrode is less wide
than the measurement electrode M. However, the calibration
electrode K also may be equal in width with the measure-
ment electrode M or may be wider than the measurement
electrode M.

FIG. 1d shows a further example of an electrode configu-
ration of a capacitive sensor device. Here, the measurement
electrode substantially is formed circular. The calibration
electrode K substantially is formed rectangular, wherein the
surface areas of the two electrodes preferably are identical.

FIG. 1e shows a further example of an electrode configu-
ration of a capacitive sensor device. In this example the
electrode configuration comprises four measurement elec-
trodes M1 to M4 and one calibration electrode K. Here, the
calibration electrode K is formed such that it at least partially
surrounds each of the four measurement electrodes M1 to
M4. Alternatively, the calibration electrode K also may be
formed such that it completely surrounds the four measure-
ment electrodes M1 to M4.
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According to various embodiments it may be determined
for each individual measurement electrode M1 to M4 inde-
pendent from the respective other ones whether a suitable
point in time for the calibration of the capacitive sensor
device exists. In an embodiment the capacitive sensor device
may be calibrated, when the prerequisites for a calibration
are fulfilled for all four measurement electrodes M1 to M4.
In another embodiment each individual measurement elec-
trode may be calibrated individually and independent of the
other measurement electrodes, i.e. the sensor raw signal
associated with the respective measurement electrode is
calibrated independent of the sensor raw signals of the
remaining measurement electrodes. This is an advantage in
particular then, when the measurement electrodes are widely
spaced from each other and the ambient conditions of the
widely spaced measurement electrodes differ from each
other.

Calibration Method and Method for Determining a Cali-
bration Instant:

In the following the method for calibrating a capacitive
sensor device and for determining a favorable point in time
for calibrating the capacitive sensor device is described in
more detail.

The method according to various embodiments is
described on the basis of a capacitive sensor device com-
prising a measurement electrode M and a calibration elec-
trode K, wherein the method also may be carried out for a
capacitive sensor device comprising a number of measure-
ment electrodes and a number of calibration electrodes,
which are assigned to the measurement electrodes. In addi-
tion, the following description of the method according to
various embodiments is given on the basis of the assumption
that two operating modes are provided for the operation of
the calibration electrode.

Of course the method according to various embodiments
in a respective manner also then may be applied, when more
than two operating modes are provided for the operation of
the calibration electrode, as already described with reference
to FIG. 1a.

For example, the measurement electrode and the calibra-
tion electrode are formed and arranged relative to one
another, as described with reference to FIG. 1a to FIG. 1e.
The generator electrode is loaded with a generator voltage
U gen» Wherein the generator voltage U, stays the same in
each operating mode of the calibration electrode K.

In a first step the calibration electrode K is operated in a
first operating mode B1. In the first operating mode B1 the
calibration electrode K1 is loaded with a first calibrating
voltage Uy ,,, and a first capacitance between the measure-
ment electrode M and the ground of the sensor device is
detected, wherein sensor raw data of the measurement
electrode M are detected.

Subsequently, in a second step it is switched from the first
operating mode B1 into a second operating mode B2 for
operating the calibration electrode K. In the second operat-
ing mode B2 the calibration electrode K is loaded with a
second calibrating voltage U, ,;,, which is different from
the first calibrating voltage U,.,;, of the first operating mode
B1. The first calibrating voltage U,.,,;, and the second
calibrating voltage U, , here are chosen such as described
with reference to FIG. 1a. In the second step, i.e. during the
operation of the calibration electrode in the second operating
mode B2, a second capacitance is detected between the
measurement electrode M and the ground of the sensor
device, wherein again sensor raw data of the measurement
electrode M are detected.
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FIG. 2 shows the temporal course of the sensor raw data
detected in the first operating mode and in the second
operating mode of the measurement electrode M. The upper
curve shows the detected sensor raw data, which have been
detected in the first operating mode. The lower curve shows
the sensor raw data, which have been detected in the second
operating mode. In the example shown here, the distance of
an object from the measurement electrode M has been
reduced in steps from about 5 cm to about 0.5 cm during the
measurement, wherein the size of the steps is about 0.5 cm.
As can be seen from FIG. 2 the effect of the calibration
electrode on the sensor raw signals reduces during switching
from the first operating mode into the second operating
mode with decreasing distance of the object from the
measurement electrode, i.e. the difference of the sensor raw
signals in the first operating mode to the sensor raw signals
in the second operating mode progressively decreases with
decreasing distance of the object from the measurement
electrode.

In a further step of the method according to various
embodiments the difference of the sensor raw data measured
in the previous steps is determined.

The difference between the sensor raw data in the first
operating mode and the second operating mode is shown in
FIG. 3, wherein the curve shows the difference in depen-
dency of the distance of the object from the measurement
electrode M. It is evident, that the absolute value of the
difference between the sensor raw data of the first operating
mode and the sensor raw data of the second operating mode
increases and becomes greater, respectively, with increasing
distance of the object from the measurement electrode M. It
also is evident from FIG. 3 that a conclusion about the
distance of the object from the measurement electrode may
be made for distances of the object from the measurement
electrode of 0 cm to about 3 cm, while with distances of the
object from the measurement electrode greater than 3 cm the
difference virtually stays the same.

When the difference D in its absolute value is greater than
a predefined threshold value X it is acted on the assumption
that an advantageous point in time for the calibration of the
capacitive sensor device exists, because there is no object in
the proximity of the measurement electrode and no object is
present in the proximity of the measurement electrode,
respectively. In this case the calibration of the capacitive
sensor device may be initiated and carried out, respectively.

Experiments have shown that no noteworthy dependency
of the difference D from the size of the object exists.
However, when this dependency should exist it nevertheless
is feasible to decide, whether an object is in the proximity of
the measurement electrode, so that a calibration of the
capacitive sensor device in this case may remain undone and
may be omitted, respectively.

As shown in FIG. 3 with a difference D, which in its
absolute value is smaller than the threshold value X, no
calibration of the capacitive sensor system is carried out.
This information, i.e. when the difference in its absolute
value is smaller than the predefined threshold value X,
however may be used to carry out a preliminary or provi-
sional calibration of the sensor device. This in particular
then is advantageous, when at power-on of a handheld
device comprising a capacitive sensor device according to
various embodiments an object already is in the proximity of
a measurement electrode and nevertheless at power-on of
the handheld device a calibration of the capacitive sensor
device shall be carried out in order to avoid that until an
advantageous point in time, at which the calibration may be
carried out as described above, uncalibrated sensor raw
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signals are processed. This way it is ensured that during the
whole operation, for example of a handheld device, the
capacitive sensor device according to various embodiments
is calibrated.

The above described steps of the method according to
various embodiments may be carried out at predefined
points in time or in a cyclic manner so that the calibration of
the capacitive sensor device, if applicable, may be adapted
to changing ambient conditions.

For a respective preliminary or provisional calibration of
the sensor raw data the distance A from the object is
estimated from the difference D and the calibrated sensor
raw data corresponding to the distance are calculated and
used for the calibration, i.e. for the preliminary calibration,
wherein the calibrated sensor raw data are subtracted from
the current sensor raw data.

FIG. 4a and FIG. 45 each show an electrode configura-
tion, wherein the electrodes are arranged on a printed circuit
board PCB.

The amount about which the sensor raw data of the
measurement electrode M change at switching of the cali-
bration electrode K from the first operation mode into the
second operation mode substantially is identified by the
capacitance between the calibration electrode K and the
measurement electrode M. In many cases the electrodes M,
K are implemented as copper surfaces on the PCB. Depend-
ing on the material used for the printed circuit board the
dimensions of the printed circuit board PCB may vary
intensely in dependence on temperature variations. As a
result, also the capacitance from the calibration electrode K
to the measurement electrode M may be subject to a rather
intense temperature dependency depending on the embodi-
ment of the electrode design.

In order to minimize and substantially eliminate, respec-
tively, the temperature dependency of the capacitance of the
calibration electrode to the measurement electrode so that a
preferably invariable estimation of the distance between an
object and the measurement electrode M is ensured inde-
pendent of the ambient temperature a part of the printed
circuit board PCB between the measurement electrode M
and the calibration electrode K may be milled out so that
between the measurement electrode M and the calibration
electrode K an opening is formed and substantially no
material of the printed circuit board is located between the
electrodes.

FIG. 4a shows the electrode arrangement shown in FIG.
1a, wherein between the two electrodes M and K a cut-out
CO is provided, which substantially is designed in an
elongated form.

FIG. 45 shows the electrode arrangement shown in FIG.
1d on a printed circuit board PCB, wherein between the two
electrodes M, K again a substantially elongated cut-out CO
is provided.

The capacitive sensor device and the method according to
various embodiments for calibrating the capacitive sensor
device, respectively, provide an improved basis for a deci-
sion in order to determine whether a calibration of the
capacitive sensor system may be carried out. In addition, a
provisional and preliminary (approximate), respectively,
calibration of the capacitive sensor system may be carried
out, for example when the conditions for a calibration are
disadvantageous, which for example then is the case, when
an object is close or very close to the measurement electrode
M. Altogether it is feasible this way, to calibrate the capaci-
tive sensor device already immediately after the activation
of the sensor device, independent of whether an object is in
the proximity of the measurement electrode or not. Thus, the
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capacitive sensor device is calibrated and may be calibrated,
respectively, during the complete duration of the operation.
Periods of time, in which the sensor raw data are fed to a
further processing in an uncalibrated manner are effectively
avoided this way, so that an invariable and correct detection
of an approach and a contact, respectively, may be ensured
during the complete duration of operation of the capacitive
sensor device.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

A distance of an object from a measurement electrode
CO cut-out (Cut-Out) of the printed circuit board
D difference of the sensor raw data between the first oper-
ating mode and the second operating mode
B1, B2 operating modes of the calibration electrodes and of
the sensor device
K, K1, K2 calibration electrodes
M, M1-M4 measurement electrodes
PCB printed circuit board
Uggeny generator voltage, which is supplied to a generator
electrode
Ugazrs Urar 1> Ug s, calibrating voltages, which are supplied
to the calibration electrodes
X threshold value
What is claimed is:
1. A capacitive sensor device for approach and/or contact
detection, comprising at least one generator electrode, at
least one measurement electrode and at least one calibration
electrode, wherein the at least one calibration electrode is
arranged in a predefined distance adjacent to the at least one
measurement electrode, wherein the at least one measure-
ment electrode and the at least one calibration electrode are
assigned to the at least one generator electrode, wherein the
at least one generator electrode receives an alternating
generator voltage and the at least one calibration electrode
receives an alternating calibrating voltage, and wherein the
at least one calibration electrode may be operated at least in
a first operating mode and a second operating mode, wherein
in each of the operating modes the calibrating voltage is
equal to or smaller than the generator voltage, and

the calibrating voltage is different in each operating mode;

and further comprising an evaluation device which is
configured to measure a capacitance between the mea-
surement electrode (M) and ground while the calibra-
tion electrode is operated in the first and second oper-
ating mode, respectively and to determine a difference
between the measurements, wherein the evaluation
device furthermore compares the difference between
the measurements with a threshold value to determine
whether a calibration can be performed.

2. The capacitive sensor device of claim 1, wherein the
evaluation device is configured

to load the calibration electrode with a first calibrating

voltage in the first operating mode and to detect a first
capacitance between the measurement electrode and
the ground of the sensor device, and

to load the calibration electrode with a second calibrating

voltage in the second operating mode and to detect a
second capacitance between the measurement electrode
and the ground of the sensor device.

3. The capacitive sensor device of claim 1, wherein the
shape of the calibration electrode substantially is adapted to
the shape of the measurement electrode.

4. The capacitive sensor device of claim 1, wherein the
measurement electrode and the calibration electrode are
arranged on a printed circuit board and wherein the printed

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

circuit board comprises a cut-out in the region between the
measurement electrode and the calibration electrode.

5. The capacitive sensor device of claim 1, wherein one
calibration electrode is assigned to a number of measure-
ment electrodes.

6. The capacitive sensor device of claim 1, wherein the
generator electrode is arranged at a bottom side of a printed
circuit board, and the at least one measurement electrode and
the at least one calibration electrode are arranged at an upper
side of the printed circuit board.

7. A method for determining whether an instant is suitable
for calibrating a capacitive sensor device, wherein the sensor
device comprises at least one generator electrode, at least
one measurement electrode and at least one calibration
electrode, wherein the at least one measurement electrode
and the at least one calibration electrode are arranged in a
predefined distance adjacent to each other and are assigned
to the at least one generator electrode, the method compris-
ing:

feeding an alternating generator voltage to the at least one

generator electrode,

for a first measurement, feeding a first alternating cali-

bration voltage to the calibration electrode and mea-
suring a capacitance between the first measurement
electrode (M) and ground as a first sensor signal,

for a second measurement, feeding a second alternating

calibration voltage to the calibration electrode and
measuring a capacitance between the first measurement
electrode (M) and ground as a second sensor signal,
wherein the first calibrating voltage is chosen to be
different from the second calibrating voltage and both
calibrating voltages are chosen such that they are equal
to or less than the generator voltage;

determining a difference between the first sensor signal

and the second sensor signal, and

carrying out the calibration of the capacitive sensor

device, when the difference in its absolute value is
greater than a predefined threshold value.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the measurement
electrode and the calibration electrode are arranged on a
printed circuit board, wherein the printed circuit board
comprises a cut-out in the region between the measurement
electrode and the calibration electrode.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the shape of the
calibration electrode substantially is adapted to the shape of
the measurement electrode.

10. The method of one of claim 9, wherein the measure-
ment electrode and the calibration electrode are arranged on
a printed circuit board, wherein the printed circuit board
comprises a cut-out in the region between the measurement
electrode and the calibration electrode.

11. The method of one of claim 7, wherein a preliminary
calibration of the capacitive sensor device is carried out,
when the difference in its absolute value is smaller than the
predefined threshold value, wherein a distance of an object
from the measurement electrode is derived and estimated,
respectively, from the first and the second sensor signal and
the sensor data of the capacitive sensor device are calibrated
with the estimated distance.

12. The method of one of claim 7, wherein the first sensor
signal and the second sensor signal each comprise sensor
raw data.

13. A handheld device, comprising a capacitive sensor
device for approach and/or contact detection, comprising at
least one generator electrode, at least one measurement
electrode and at least one calibration electrode, wherein the
at least one calibration electrode is arranged in a predefined
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distance adjacent to the at least one measurement electrode,
wherein the at least one measurement electrode and the at
least one calibration electrode are assigned to the at least one
generator electrode, wherein the at least one generator
electrode receives an alternating generator voltage and the at
least one calibration electrode receives an alternating cali-
brating voltage, and wherein the at least one calibration
electrode is operated at least in a first operating mode and a
second operating mode, wherein
in each of the operating modes the calibrating voltage is
equal to or smaller than the generator voltage, and

the calibrating voltage is different in each operating mode;

and further comprising an evaluation device which is
configured to measure a capacitance between the mea-
surement electrode (M) and ground while the calibra-
tion electrode is operated in the first or second operat-
ing mode, respectively and to determine a difference
between the measurements, wherein the evaluation
device furthermore compares the difference between
the measurements with a threshold value to determine
whether a calibration can be performed.

14. The handheld device of claim 13, wherein the evalu-
ation device is configured

to load the calibration electrode with a first calibrating

voltage in the first operating mode and to detect a first
capacitance between the measurement electrode and
the ground of the sensor device, and

to load the calibration electrode with a second calibrating

voltage in the second operating mode and to detect a
second capacitance between the measurement electrode
and the ground of the sensor device.

15. The handheld device of claim 13, wherein the shape
of the calibration electrode substantially is adapted to the
shape of the measurement electrode.

16. The handheld device of claim 13, wherein the mea-
surement electrode and the calibration electrode are
arranged on a printed circuit board and wherein the printed
circuit board comprises a cut-out in the region between the
measurement electrode and the calibration electrode.

17. The handheld device of claim 13, wherein one cali-
bration electrode is assigned to a number of measurement
electrodes.

18. The handheld device of claim 13, wherein the gen-
erator electrode is arranged at a bottom side of a printed
circuit board, and the at least one measurement electrode and
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the at least one calibration electrode are arranged at an upper
side of the printed circuit board.

19. A method for operating a handheld device, comprising
a capacitive sensor device for approach and/or contact
detection, comprising at least one generator electrode, at
least one measurement electrode and at least one calibration
electrode, wherein the at least one calibration electrode is
arranged in a predefined distance adjacent to the at least one
measurement electrode, wherein the at least one measure-
ment electrode and the at least one calibration electrode are
assigned to the generator electrode, wherein the at least one
generator electrode is loaded with a generator voltage and
the at least one calibration electrode is loaded with a
calibrating voltage, and wherein the at least one calibration
electrode is operated at least in a first operating mode and a
second operating mode, wherein in each of the operating
modes the calibrating voltage lies between a ground voltage
and the generator voltage, and the calibrating voltage is
different in each operating mode, the method comprising:

loading the at least one generator electrode with an

alternating generator voltage,

for a first measurement, loading the calibration electrode

with a first alternating calibration voltage and measur-
ing a capacitance between the first measurement elec-
trode (M) and ground as a first sensor signal,

for a second measurement, loading the calibration elec-

trode with a second alternating calibration voltage and
measuring a capacitance between the first measurement
electrode (M) and ground as a second sensor signal,
wherein the first calibrating voltage is chosen to be
different from the second calibrating voltage and both
calibrating voltages are chosen such that they are equal
to or less than the generator voltage;

determining a difference between the first sensor signal

and the second sensor signal, and

carrying out the calibration of the capacitive sensor

device, when the difference in its absolute value is
greater than a predefined threshold value.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the measurement
electrode and the calibration electrode are arranged on a
printed circuit board, wherein the printed circuit board
comprises a cut-out in the region between the measurement
electrode and the calibration electrode.
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